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half asleep, I distinctly counted five strokes of

the hammer upon the bell of the clock, and

rising immediately found it was but the hour

of one, and was convinced by examining the

machinery that it had struck no more. A per

son, therefore, who should for the first time,

hear the toll of a bell, would very probably

be able to distinguish these breaks of sound ;

and, in fact, we can readily ourselves perceive

remission in sounds.

Sounding bodies are of two kinds; those Un-

elastic ones, which being struck, return but a

single sound ; and those more elastic returning

a succession of sounds, which uniting together

form a tone. This tone may be considered

as a number of sounds produced one after the

other by the same body, as we find in a bell,

which continues to sound for some time after

it is struck. A continuing tone may be also

produced from a non-elastic body, by repeat

ing the blow quick and often, as when we beat

a drum, or draw a bow along the string of a

fiddle.

Considering the subject in this light, we shall

find the number of blows or quickness of repe

tition will have no effect in altering the tone,

but only make it. more even or more distinct,
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