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Iv111-r because the last brings to us sensations

of things at a certain distance, but the former

cquircs a kind of contact, which operates by

the means of the fusion of certain parts of

matter, such as salts, oils, &c. In short, as

the nerves arc minutely divided, and as the

skin affords them but a very thin covering, no

particles of matter so small as those which

form light, sound, or odours, can affect them;

and the sense of feeling gives us no sensation of

distant objects, but of those only whose con

tact is immediate.

It appears, therefore, that the difference

between our senses is occasioned by the more

or less exterior position of the nerves, and of

their greater or smaller quantity in the different

organs. It is for this reason that. a nerve,

when irritated by a stroke, or uncovered by a

wound, gives us often the sensation of light,

without the assistance of the eye; and from

the same cause we often experience sensations

ofsonnd, though the ear be not affected by any

thing exterior.

When the particles of luminous or sonorous

matters are re-united in great quantities, they

rrn a kind of solid body, that produces dit

rcut kinds of sensations, which appear not to

have
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