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liquids break the action of all the causes which

may occasion any shock, it can but very

sel-dombe injured, and never without some vio

lent shock be received by the mother. Al

though the sense of feeling depends, in a great

measure upon the fineness of the skin, yet, as

it can have but little exercise in the f'tus state,

so can it have but little sensation arising from

feeling.

In a new-born infant, the hands remain as

useless as in the ftus, because, by swaddling

they are not permitted to make use of them,

till the end of six or seven weeks; by this ab

surd custom, we retard the unfolding of this

important sense on which all our knowledge

depends; and therefore we should act more

viselv, were we to allow the infant the free

use of its hands the moment of its birth, as it

would then sooner acquire ideas of the form

of things; and who knows how far our first

ideas have an influence over our subsequent
ones ? One man, peiiaps, possesses more in

genuity, or capacity than another, merely be

cause in his earliest infancy he was allowed to

make a greater and read icr use of this sense. A

oon as Cllil(irCfl are indulged with the liberty of

t.!icir hands, thicyendeavourto touch whatever Is

presented
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