http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 195

to push them along, to direct their course, to
keep them from falling, to stop the imy.etuosity
of their career, and (o kill what game they
overtake. 'With their skates they descend the
stecepest precipices, and scale the most craggy
mountains ; nor are the women less skilful in
such exercises than the men. They are all
accustomned to the bow and arrow; and it is
asserted, that the Muscovite Laplanders lannch
a javelin with so much dexterity, that at the
distance of thirty paces they are sure o hit a
mark no larger than a silver crown, and with
such forece, that it will transfix a human body.
They bunt the ermine, the fox, the lynx, and
the martin, whose skins they barter for brandy
and tobacco. Their food consists principally.
of dried fish, and the flesh of the bear and rein-
deer, Of the bones of fishes, pounded and
mixed with the tender bark of the pine or
birch-tree, is their bread composed. Their
drink is either train-oil or brandy : and when
deprived of these, their favourite heverage
is water, in which junjper-berrics have been
infused.

Examined in a moral sense, the Laplanders
have tew virtues, and all the vices of ignorance.
Iramersed in superstition and idolatry, of a
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