
NATURAL HISTORY, 229

arrival of the Europeans, they had never seen

fire; and that nothing could exceed their

astonishment when, on the arrival of Ma

gellan, they first beheld it. Their com

plexion is tawny, though less brown than that

of the natives of the Philippines; in strength

and robustness they surpass the Europeans.

They are tall and well proportioned; and

though they feed solely on roots, fruits, and

fish, they are very corpulent, which hcwever,

does not check their nimbleness and. activity.

They live to a great age; nor is it uncommon

to find among them persons who, strange!s

to sickness, have already reached their lOthh

year.

Carreri says, that the natives of these

islands are of a gigantic figure, corpulent,
and so strong that they can raise a weight of

WO pounds upon their shoulders. In general
their hair is frizly, their noses thick, their

eyes are large, and their colour like that of

the Indians. The natives of Guan, one of

these islands, have long black hair, large noses,

thick lips, white teeth, long visages, and

fierce aspects. They are also
exceedingly ro

bust; and it is said they do not in heigLt
measure 1e-as than seven feet.




Southward
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