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tuous, luxuriant,. and prodigal, and are alike

unacquainted with economy and commerce.

Though in general tolerably sober, they are

immoderate devourers of fruit; and nothing is

more common than to see one man eat twelve

pounds of melons. Some iii eat three or

four times that quantity, and by over-in..

dulging their appetite for fruit, numbers lose

their lives.

Fine women of every colour are common

in Persia, as they are brought thither by mer-

chants, selected on account of their beauty..

The white women come from Poland, from

Muscovy, frin Circassia, from Georgia, and

from the frontiers of Great Tartary, the

tawny ones from the territories of the Great

Mogul, the kingdom of Golconda and Visa.'

pore; and the black ones from the coast of the

Red Sea.

Among the inferior classes of women a

strange superstition prevails. Such as are bar

ren imagine that they have only to pass under

the suspended body of a gibbeted criminal to

become fruitful; the influence ofa male corpse,

and that even from a distance, will communi

cate to them fecundity. When this expedient

fails, they go into the canals which flow from

the public baths, when they know a number
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