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able figure. They prick their lips with needles,

and cover them with gunpowder, mixed with

ox-gall, by which thelips are rendered blue and

livid ever after. In like manner they prick

the cheeks, and each side of the mouth and

chin. They draw a line of black along the

eye-lids, as also on the outward corner of each

eye, that it may appear more expanded, for

large and prominent eyes are considered the

principal beauty of the Eastern women. To

express the beauty of women, the Arabs say,
" She has the eyes of the antelope." To this

animal they always compare their mistresses;

and black eyes, or the -eyes of the antelope,

never fail to be the burden of their love songs.

Than the antelope nothing can be more beau

tiful; and it particularly discovers a certain in

nocent fear, which bears a strong resemblance

to the natural modesty and timidity ofa young

woman. The ladies, and women newly mar

ried, blacken the eye-brows, and make them

unite on the middle oftheir forehead; they also

prick their arms and hands, and form upon

them figures of animals, flowers, &c. They

also paint their nails of a reddish colour. The

men paint the tails of their horses with this. co-
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