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ofabad construction; theirlandsare wretchedly

iieglected, owing to their nobles, who despise,

maltreat, and plunder the citizens and com

mon people. Each of these classes live separate

from the other, and have their own villages or

hamlets. Unprovided with salt, they purchase

it for its weight in gold. So fond are they of

raw meat that, at their feasts, the second course,

'which they consider as the most delicate, con

sists of flesh entirely so. Though they have

vines they make no wine; and their usual

beverage is a sour composition made with

tamarinds. They use horses for travelling,

and mules for carrying their merchandize. Of

the arts or sciences they have little knowledge;

their language is without rules; and their

manner of writing, though their characters are

more beautiful than those ofthe Arabians, is so

imperfect, that, to write an epistle, they require

several days. Their mode ofsalutation is some

thing whimsical. Each takes the right hand

of the other, and carries it to his mouth; this

done, the saluter takes off the scarf of the per
son saluted, and fastens it round his own body,

by which the latter is left half naked, few of

the Ethiopians wearing any thing more than

this scarf and a pair of cotton drawers.
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