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The multiplication of the human species de.

pends more on society than nature. Men

would not have been comparatively so nume

rous as wild beasts, had they not associated

together, and given aid and succour to each

other. In North America, the Bison is per

haps more frequently to be seen than a man.

But though society may be one great cause of

population, yet it is the increased number of

men that necessarily produces unity. It is to

be presumed therefore that the want of civiliza

tion in America was owing to the small num...

bcr of the inhabitants, for though each nation

might have manners and customs peculiar to

itself; though some might be more fierce,

cruel, courageous, or dastardly than others;

they were yet all equally stupid, ignorant, un

acquainted with the arts, and destitute of in

dustry.

To dwell longer on the customs of savage

nations would be unnecessary. Authors have

often given for the established manners of a

community, what were nothing more than

actions peculiar to a few individuals, and often

determined by circumstances, or caprice. Some

nations,

A kind of wild bull, different from the European bull.
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