
NATURAL HISTORY. 329

cndtict of the missionaries touched the hearts

of its savages, and triumphed over their dis

trust and ferocity. They often, of themselves,

desired to be made acquainted with that law,

which rendered men so perfect, submitted to

its precepts, and united in society. Nothing

can reflect greater honour on religion, than its

having civilized these nations, and laid the

foundations of an empire, without any arms

but those of virtue and humanity.

The inhabitants of Paraguay are commonly

tall and handsome; their visage long, and their

colour olive. There sometimes rages among

them a very uncommon distemper. It is a

kind of leprosy, which covers the whole of

their body with a crust similar to the scales of

fish, and from which they experience no pain,

nor even interruption of health.

According to Frezier, the Indians of Chili

are of a tawny or coppery complexion, but dif

ferent from Mulattoes, who being produced by

a white man and negro-woman, or a white

woman and anegro-man, their colour is brown,

or a mixture of white and blacks In South

America, on the other hand, the Indians are

yellow, or rather reddish, The natives of
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