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the St. Peter, of Marseilles, saw six, 16 whóni

they advanced with offers of bread, wine, and

brandy, all of which they rejected; but as

M. Frezier does not intimate his having seen

any of these giants himself, and as the nar

ratives which mention them are fraught with

exaggerations with respect to other matters, it

remains still doubtful whether there in reality

exists a race of giants, especially of the height

of ten feet. The bodily circumference of

such a man would be eight times bigger than

that of an ordinary one, The natural height

of mankind seems to be about five feet, and

the deviations from that standard scarcely ex

ceed a foot, so that a man of six feet is consi

dered as very tall, and a man of four as very

short. Giants and dwarfs, therefore, are only

accidental varieties, and not distinct and per-

manent races.

Besides, if these Magellanic giants actually

exist, their number must be trifling; as the

savages oftliestraits, and neighbouring islands,

are of a moderate height, whose colour is

olive, have full chests, square bodies, thick

limbs, and black straight hair ; who, in a

word, resemble mankind in general as to size

s the other Americans as to colour and hair.
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