
0`52 BUFF0NS NATURAL HISTORY.

continued action, they formed specific 'vane.

ties; that these varieties have been perpetuated

from generation to generation, in the same

manner as deformities and diseases pass from

parents to their children, and that in fine, as

they were first produced by a concurrence of

external and accidental causes, and have been

confirmed and rendered permanent by time,

and by the continual action of these causes, so

it is highly probable that in time they would

gradually disappear, or become different from

'what they at present are, if such causes were

no longer to subsist, or if they were in any

material point to vary.
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