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seeing thus the past and the preent with one

glance, it. would be determined mechanically
to act according to the number or force of the

agitations produced by the images which ac

corded with, or were contrary to this deter

mination. If the number of images calculated

to create an appetite surpassed those that would

produce disgust or loathing, the animal would

necessarily be determined to move, in order to

satisfy that appetite: but if their number and.

force were equal, having no particular cause

for motion, it would remain perfectly at rest;

and if the number or time force of the images

of the former are equal to the number or the

force of the images of the latter, the animal

will remain undetermined, and in an equili

brium between these two equal powers, nor

will he make any movement either to obtaia

or to avoid. This I say it would do mechani

cally, and without the intervention ofmemory;

for as the animal sees at the same time all the

images, they consequently act, and thosewhich

have an affinity to appetite and desire, coun

teract those which have an affinity to antipathy

and disgust; and it is by the preponderance

ofeither, that determi4nes it to act in this or in

that manner.
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