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ideas we ought to maintain of the power and

ivill of our Divine Creator, ought we not to

enquire whether they really exist, or have suffi

cient ground to support the supposition? The

boasted foresight of ants in collecting suste

nance for the winter is an evident error, since

it has been found that during that season they

remain in a torpid state; therefore, this pre

tended foresight, supposes them to provide that

which it also must have informed them would

be entirely necessary. Is not the sensation

that they enjoy their food with more quiet and

tranquillity in their fixed residence, alone suffi

cient to account for their conveying thither

more than they can possibly make use of? The

same applies to bees, in collecting more wax

and honey than their necessities require. Does

not this evince theyare actuated by feeling, and

not intelligence, especially if we reflect that if

it proceeded from former experience, that

would teach them to decline such unnecessary

labour; which so far from being the case, they

continue to extract wax and honey as long as

there is a succession of fresh flowers, and were

it possible to continue that their labours would

never cease.

Field-mice have also been instanced, whose

abodcs arc generally divided; in one hole they

deposit
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