
100 3UFFON'S

two days without either food or drink. This

experiment is sufficient to make them some

'what tractable, and in a little time they become

as much so as ifthey had never been wild; and

even if by chance they regain their liberty,

they never become so again, but know their

masters, and suffer themselves to be retaken

without trouble.

This proves that horses are naturally gentle,

and disposed to be familiar with man; they

never seek to quit the abodes of men to re

cover their liberty in the forests; on the con-

trary, They shew great anxiety to return to

their old habitations, where, perhaps they find

but coarse food, always the same, and gene

rally measured out to them 'with a sparing

hand, with-out considering the strength oftheir

appetites. Custom, however, serves them in

lieu of what they lose by slavery. When

worn with fatigue, the place of rest is to then-i

the most delicious; theysmell it at a distance,

can even find it out in the midst of large

towns, and in every thing seem to prefer sla..

very to liberty. The customs to which they

have been forced to submit, become a second

nature to them; for horses abandoned in

the forests, have been known to neigh con

tinuaIt to make themselves heard, to gallop
toward
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