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the hind legs ofa foal are so long that they can

touch its head, which they. cannot do ii lien

full grown. This difference proceeds less from

the inequality of the whole growth of the

anterior and posterior parts, than from the in

equality of the fore and hind feet, which is

constantly the case through all Nature, and is

most sensible in quadrupeds. In man the feet

are larger than the bands, and are also sooner

formed; and in the horse the foot forms the

greatest part. of the Ii nd leg, being composed

of bones, corresponding to the tarsus, meta.

tarsus, &c. It is not, therefore, astonishing

that this foot should be sooner extended than

the fore legs, the inferior part of which re

sembles the hands, being composed of tlie bones

ofthe carpus, metacarpus, &c. When a colt is

just foaled this difference is readily remarked;

the fore legs compared with the hind ones

being much shorter in proportion than they are

in the sequel; besides, the thickness which the

body acquires though independent of the pro

portions of the growth in length, occasions

more distance between the hind legs and the

head, and consequently contributes to hinder

the horse from reaching it when arrived at his

full growth.
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