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NATURAL HISTORY. 173

manner, are more flcet and better than those
brought up at home.

- The Norwegian horses possess a peculiarity
well adapted to the country, for they travel
through the roughest parts of it, and descend
the steepest declivities, by putting their hind
feet under their bellies with perfect safety.
They are small, generally yellow, with a black
stripe along their backs. They are frequently
assaulted by the bear, and if a stallion happens
to be among the mares and foals, when this
destructive animal appears, he advances to
meet him, and has the sagacity to attack with
his fore feet, in which case he almost always is
conqueror, but if he ever trusts to his hind
lIegs he is as constantly subdued,. the bear in
that care leaping upon his back, which he
never quits until he has worried him to death.

- The Nordland horses are also small, and it is
a pretty general remark, that the nearer we
approach the pole the morediminutiveare these
animals. Those of the West Nordland are
short and thick ; the upper part of their legs is
long, and the under short, and withont hair;
they are generally very temperate, sure-footed,
and climb the highest mouuntains with the great-
est steadiness and perseverance. The pasturage

of this country is so rich {hat the horses are
always
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