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ate individuals which degenerate still more,

those individuals reproducing nothing, nei

ther alter the constancy nor uniformity of

the species. Thus man constitutes but one

and the same species, and, though this species

is perhaps more numerous, inconstant, and

irregular in all its actions, yet the prodigious

diversity ofnourishment, climate, and so many

other combinations as may be supposed, have

not produced beings different enough from

each other to constitute new species, and at

the same time so like ourselves, that we are

not able to deny but that we are of the same

race.

If the Negro and the White could not pro

create together, or if their offspring remained

unfruitful, they would be two distinct species;

the negro would be to man what the ass is to

the horse; or rather, if the white was the man,

the negro would be a distinct animal like the

monkey, and we might with reason think,

that the white and the negro had not the

same common origin. But this supposi

tion is denied by the fact; for since all

varieties of men can communicate together

and transmit their kind, all men must have

qome from the same stock, and are ofthe same

family.
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