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low it in large quantities. As this substance

cannot digest, it remains in the stomach, and

forms round smooth balls, of so considerable a

size, as to incommode and prevent digestion.
These balls in time get covered with a brown

crust, which, though nothing but a thick mb

cilage, becomes hard and shining; they are

only found in the paunch, and if any of the

hairs get into the other stomachs, they do not

remain, but seem to pass off with the all°

ments.

Animals which have incisive teeth, such a

the horse and the ass, in both jaws, bite short

grass more easily than those which want these

teeth in the superior jaw; and if the sheep and

goat bite the closest, it is because they are small,

and their lips are thin. But oxen, 'whose

lips are thick, can only bite long grass; and

it is for this reason that they (10 no harm to the

pasture on which they live; as they only bite

off the tops of the young herbage, they do not

stir the roots, and the growth is scarcely check

ed ; instead of which, the sheep and the goat

bite so close, that they destroy the stalk and

spoil the root. Besides, the horse chuses the

shortest and most delicate grass, leaving the

largest to grow for seed; but the ox eats these

thick sta1k, and by little and little destroys

the
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