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And it is also very necessary, to preserve their
wool, that they should not be suffered to feed

among thorns, briars, or bristles.

In dry and high grounds, where wild thyme
and other odoriferous plants abound, the flesh
of the sheep is of a much better quality than

when fed on low plains and humid valleys;
'unless near the sea coast, where all the herbage

having imbibed a degree ofsaitness, it renders

the mutton superior to that fcl on any other

pasture; it gives also a pleasing flavour to the

milk, and adds to its quantity. Nothing is

more pleasing to the taste of these animals than

salt, nor is there any thing more salutary for

them when given in moderation: in someplaces

they put a bag of salt, or salt-stone, into the

sheep-fold, the which they will all lick by

turns.

Every year those grown of a proper age to

fatten should be picked out ofthe flock, as they

require a different treatment. If in summer,

they should be taken to the field before sun

rise that they may feed on the grass while the

dew remains upon it. Nothing contributes

more to fatten sheep than water taken in great

quantities, and nothing retards it more thanthe

heat ofthe sun; for which reason they should

be taken into the shade by nine o'clock in the

morning,
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