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this description of M. Beaufort I cannot ad"

mit myself as positively convinced of their

beingbutterflies, because they have so ndar a

resemblance to the common worms found hi

the livers of sheep, which are flat, broad, and

of so singular a figure, as to appear at first'

rather leaves than worms-.

It is customary for sheep to'be shorn every

year; and in warm countries where they appre

hend no danger from leaving the animal quite

bare, they do not shear the wool, but tear it

off, and those frequently find a sufficiency to

have two crops in a year hi France, and hi'

colder climates, the fleece is shorn only once

a year, and then a part of the wool is per'

mitted to remain by way of preserving the

animal from the intemperance of the weather.

This operation is performed in the month of

May, after the sheep have been well washed to

render' the wool as clean as possible. The

month of April is too cold, and if delayed to

July, there would not be sufficient time for the

wool to grow to preserve them from the cold

of the following winter. The wool of the

wedder is generally better, and in greater abun

dance than that of the ewe or ram; that on

the neck and top of the back, is much superior

to that on the thighs, belly, tail, &c. and that

L 1? taken
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