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Aristotle was the first who divided quadru

peds into whole-hoofed, cloven-fooled, and

digitated, and he allows, that the hog is of an

ambiguous species; but theonlyreason he gives

is,thatinIUyria,Paoflia,afldsome her laces

there are hogs with whole hoofs. This animal

is also a kind of exception to the two general

rules of nature, namely, that the larger the

animals the less young they produce, and that

digitated animals are the most prolific. TLe

hog, though far above the middling size, pro

duces more than any other quadruped. By

this fertility, as well as by the formation of

the ovary of the female, it even seems to form

the extremity of the viviparous species, and to

approach the oviparous. In short, the hog

seems to be ofan equivocal nature, or rather

appears so to those who suppose the hypotheti

cal order of their ideas to be the same as the

common order of Nature, and who only per
ceive, in the infinite chain of beings, some ap..

parent points to which they would refer every
natural occurrence.

It is not by circumscribing the sphere ofNa-

ture that we can become perfectly acquainted
with her: we cannot judge of her by making
her act with our particular views; nor is it by

ascribing our ideas to her Author that we can
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