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that it is not at present to be any where found
in a state of nature, it certainly has some ree
semblance to darnel, dog-grass, and several
other herbs of the field, but we areignorant to
which its origin ought to be referred ; and as
it is renewed every year, and serves for the
common food of man, so it has experienced
more cultivation than any other plant, and
consequently undergone a greater variety of
changes. Man can, therefore, not only make
every individual in the universe useful to his
wants, buf, with the aid of time, he can change,
modify, and improve theirspecies; and this is
the greatest power he has over Nature. To
have transformed a Dbarren herb into wheat is
a kind of creation, on which, however, he has
no reason to pride himself, since it is only by
the sweat of his brow, and reiterated culture,
that he is enabled to obtain from the bosom of
the earth this, often bitter, subsistence. Thus
those species, as well among vegetables
as animals, which have been the most cul-
tivated by man, are those which have under-
gone the greatest changes; and as we are
sometimes, as in the example of wheat,
unable to know their primitive form, it is not
jmpossible that among the numerous varieties

of dogs which exist at present there may not
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