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elephant, the rein-deer, and others, 'which

though domestic in other countries, are not

familiar to us; nor shall we enter upon the

history of foreign wild animals, till we have

given that of the wild animals of our own

country. Besides, as the cat may be said to be

only halfdomestic, he forms the shade between

the real wild and real domestic animals; for

among the domestic we ought not to include

suchtroublesome neighbours as rats, mice, and.

moles, which, though inhabitants ofour houses

and gardens, are not less wild and unsubject'
ed; since instead of being attached or subser

vient to man, they fly from him, and in their

obscure retreats, retain their manners, habits,

and their liberties inviolate.

In the history of each domestic animal we

have seen to what a degree the education, pro

tection, and care of man, influence its dispo

sition, manners, and even form. We have

seen that these causes, added to the effects of

climate, modify and change the species so as

to render them very different from what tlTey

originally were, whence is occasioned such a

dissimilarity among the individuals ofthe sari

species that we should be led to consider IheLs

as difflrcnt animals, did they not produce to

gether fertile individuals, which is time sole es-
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