
26 13TJFF0N'

petually repulsed by the body, are obliged to

lead a solitary life. It is only in remote and

desert countries, where there is little dread of

the approach ofman, that they endeavour o

establish thcmselves,and render their habitations

more fixed and commodious, by constructing

dwellings, or, as it were, small hamlets, which

not unaptly represent the first efforts and feeble

labours of an infant commonwealth. In coun

tries, on the contrary, over which man is dif

fused, terror seems to dwell, all society is lost

among animals, all industry ceases, andevery.

art is suppressed; they relinquish the occupa

tion of building, and neglect every accommo

dation; always pressed by fear and necessity,

their only study is to live, and their only em

ployment flight and concealment; and if, as

may reasonably be supposed, the whole surface

of the earth should, in process oftime, be equal

ly inhabited bythe human species, ma few cen

luries the history ofa beaver would be consider

ed as a fable. The faculties and talents of ani

mals, therefore, instead of increasing are con

stantly diminishing, for time may be said to op

pose them. The more (lie human species are

multiplied and improved the more,they become

subjected to the dominion of an absolute tyrant,
yIio will hardly permit their individual exist-

ence,
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