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scent of all stags is at this season nearly the

same. In winter, when the snow lies on the

ground, it is also improper to hunt the stag, as

the hounds have no scent, and appear to follow

the track rather by the sight than the smell.

At this season, as the stags find not sufficient

food in the forests, they issue forth into the open

country, and go even into inclosures and cul

tivated lands. They unite in herds in the

month of December, and when the frosts are

severe, they endeavour to find shelter by the

side of a hill or in a thicket, where they lie

close, and keep themselves warm by means of

their breath. At the end of winter they fre

quent the borders ofthe forests, and frequently

destroy the rising corn. In spring they shed

their horns,which fall offspontaneously, or by a

small effort afterentangling themwiththe branch

ofsome tree. It is seldom that the horns of both

sides fall at the same time, there usually being

an interval of a day or two between them.

The old stags shed their horns first, which hap-

pens about the cud of February, or bcriiining

of March ; those in the seventh year in the

middle of March ; those in the sixth year, the

beginning of April; the young stags, those

from three to five years old, the heinin., and

the prickets not till the middle-, or latter cud of
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