http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

49 BUFFON’S

-

but those which have certain times allofted for
copulation, or spawning, seem to be an excep-
{ion to this rule: fishes spawn and produce
young before they have attained a fourth, or
even an cigh.h of their full growth, and among
quadrupeds, those that like the stag, clk, fal-
Jow-deer &c. have the rutting time precisely
mi.rked, coputa e sooner than other anfinals.
There are so many afiinitics between the
nutiition, the production of the horns, the
ruiting and the generation of these animals,
that, for the better conception of the particula
effects that flow from them, it is necessary to
recapitulate a few of the gencral principles of
procreation. It depends selely on the recun-
dancy of nourishment; as long as the growth
of the body continues, (and it is always in
carly age thut this growth is quickest) the nou-
rishiment is totally employed in this operation;
at that period, therefore, there is no supera-
bundance, con-equently no production, no
seeretion of the seminal fluid, and hence it is
that young animals are not in a condition to
engender; but when their growth is nearly
acquired, the redundancy begins to manifest
itself by new productions.  In the human race
the beard, hair, increase of ihe breasts, !lllLi
orgins ol gencration, appear at the age of pu-
berty. In the brute creation, and particularly
the
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