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ss snbs4ance is perhaps more of the rature of

wood than bone; it is, a's it were, a vegetable

grufeul upon animal, partaking of the nature

of both, and forms one of those shades by
which na'ure alays approximates to the two

extremes.

In animals the bones grow at the two extre-

mities at the same time, at first becomes hard

in the middle, an. at the iwo euds continue soft

a(l receding hureftom until it has acquired its

full hngt1t. In egtables, on the contrary,
the woo,] aivanres by one extremity only; the

bif which unfolds to form a branch is only at

tach&'d to the old wood by its lower end, and it

is from this point 1hii it exerts its power ofex

tension i: length. This remarkable difference

between the grov ti of bones and the solid parts

o plants, does not take place in the horns of

the stag, as nothing can bear a stronger resem

blance to their growth than that ofa branch of

a tree; they extend from one extremity only,

they are at first as tender as an herb and then

harden like wood. 11be scurfwhich covers and

grows with them is their bark, which the ani

mals rub offwhen they are arrived at their full

growth ; until this is completed the ends re

main soft, and likewise divide themselves into

. umber of branches. In a word there is a

perfect


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


