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asilysurprised ; for theyknow not whither they

go; frequently come out of the woods, will

approach flocks of cattle, and even the habi1a

tions of men. In summer they inhabit the

more lofty coppices, from which they seldom

issue, except in extreme heats to drink at some

cool fountain; for when the dew lies in quan

tities, or theleaves are moistened with rain, they

never drink. They select the clioicestkinds of

aliment, being extremely delicate in their eating,

neither feeding with the same indifference nor

avidity as the stag, and seldom approaching

cultivated ground. The flesh ofthese animals

is excellent food, yet there is much distinction.

to be made in f he choice of the venison. Tli

quality depends greatly upon the country in.

which they have lived; although in the most

plentiful, both good and bad are to be found.

The flesh of the brown roe-buck is more deli

cate than that if the red : that of those which

have passed the second year is tough an(1 ill

tasted, while that of ilie females, though further

advanced in years, is more tender. Those

which are bred in plains and valleys are not

good; those from moist lands still worse; there

is but little taste in those reared in parks, and,

i a word, there are no g)Qd roe-bucks but

those which have iuhabited dry and elevated

countrics
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