
a NATURAL HISTORY.

they are fruitful; the gland of the clitoris i

prominent and almost as large as thesexual dis

tinction of the male; and as the vulva is hardly

visible, and the males when young have no ex

terior marks, it is often difficult to distinguish

the sexes. It is these circumstances which have

given rise to the opinions that there are many

hermaphrodites among these animals, that the

males sometimes bring forth, and that some are

alternately males and females, and perform the

office of either sex; because the females being

more lascivious than the males will get upon

them, arid because they so much resemble each

other externally, that unless very closely ex

amined one sex may be mistaken for the other.

" The young ones have their eyes open when

brought forth; the mother suckles them about

twenty days, afterwhich they separate and pros

vide for themselves; they do not wander farfrom

each other, nor from the place of their birth;

yet they live in solitude, each composing itself

a form at the distance of sixty or eighty paces;

thus when we find a leveret in any place, we

are almost certain of finding one or two more

in the neighbourhood. They feed more by

night than day; and chiefly upon herbs, leaves,

fruits, andgrain, but above all they prefer those

plants which yield a milky juice; they even
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