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120 BUFFON’S

'be doubted that those animals, whose organi-
zation is similar to ours, must experience si-
milar sensations? And those sensations must be
_proportioned to the activity and perfection of
their senses ; those whose senses are obtuse can
they haveexquisite feelings? and those who are
defective in any organ of sense, must they not
alsobe defectivein all the sensations which have
any affinity thereto? Motion is a necessary
effect of the exercise of sentiment. We have
already evinced, (in treating of the nature of
animals) that in whatever manner a being is
organized, if it has sentiment, it cannot fail to
express its feelings by outward motions. Thus
plants, thoughrightly organized, are insensible
‘beings, as well as all animals which have no
apparent motion ; those animals also which,
like the sensitive plant, move only their bodies
and are denied progressive motion, have a very
-small degree of sentiment ; and, in fine, those
which are capable of progressive motion, but
~whose actions are, like so many automatons,
very few and always the same, have but a small
portion of sentiment, and that limited to a few
objects. There are numerous automatons in
the human species: educationand therespective
communication of ideas augment the quantity
as well as the vivacity of our scntiments. In
this
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