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or n vhich is highly essential, and witbout"

which the nerves could neither grow nor be

preserved.

The brain is also larger in man, quadrupeds,

and birds, because in them the quantity of

nerves is greater than in fishes and insects,

which on this very account have very little

sentiment; they have but a small brain, in

1-JO-portionto the small number of nerves which

it nourishes. And here I cannot help remark

ing, that man has not, as has been said, a pro

portionably larger brain than any other animal.

There are species ofapes, and ofcetaccous ani

mals, which, proportioned to the size of their

bodies, have more brains than man; another

fact which proves that the brain is neither the

seat of sensation, nor the principle of senti

ment, since were it so those animals would

have more sensations, and more sentiment,

than man. By observing the nutrition of

plants we shall perceive that they do not ab

sorb the gross parts of earth or water, and

that these must first be reduced by heat into

tenuous vapours. In like manner the nerves

are nourished by the subtle moisture of the

brain, 'which is received by their extremi

ties or roots, and thence carried into all the

branches of the sensitive system. This sys-

ein, as we have already remarked, forms an

individual
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