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NATURAL IIISTORY. 165

and tlie hen invariably remained unmolested
by them.

The fox is so subject to the influence of cli-
mate, that the species are almost as numerous
as of any domestic animal. The generality of
French foxes are red, some few are grey, but
all have the tip of their tail white; the latter
arc sometimes called in Burgundy coal-foxes,
from having very black feet. In the northern
countries there are foxes of all colours ; black,
blue, dark and light grey, white, white with
reddish legs, white with black heads, whitewith
the end of the tails black, red with the throat
and belly white, and lastly with a stripe of black
along the back and another crossing it at the
shoulders ; of these the throats are also black
and they are larger than the others. The com-
mon kind arc most generally diffused ; they
are not ouly in Europe, but througbout north-
ern and central Asia and In America; but in
Africa and the countries near the equator they
arevery rare. Those who say they have seen
ibem at Calcutta and other southern pro-
vinces, must have taken the jackall for the
fox. Aristotle falls into a similar error, when
he says, the foxes of Egypt were smaller than
those of Greece; those little Egyptian foxes
being only polecats, whoese stench is intoler-
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