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him is to open the hole above, after the dogs

have driven him to the extremity. He is ge-

nerally taken hold of with pincers, and then

muzzled to prevent his biting. I have had se

veral brought me taken in this mariner, some

of which I kept a long time. The young

ones are easily lamed; they will play with

dogs, and follow the person from whom they

receive their food ; but the old ones always

retain their savage dispositros. They are

neither michiievous nor voracious like the fox

and the wolf, yet they are carnivorous; they

prefer raw meat, but will eat flesh, eggs,

cheese, butter, breach, fish, fruit, nuts, grain,

roots, &c. They sleep the whole night and

three parts of the day, yet they are not subject

to a lethargic torpor during the winter, like

the dormouse, or mountain rat; this makes

them very fat, although they eat moderately,

and they can go several days without food.

They keep their boles extremely clean, nor

ever defile them with their ordure. The male

is seldom found with the female; when the

latter is about to bring forth she collects a

quantity of herbage, which having bundled up

she trails along, between her feet, to the bottom

of her hole, where she converts it into a com

modious bed for herself and young ones ; she

b(ings
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