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been diffused beyond Spain, France, Italy-,

Germany, England, Poland, and Sweden, and

even in 1liOsecuntrics it is not very common.

There are not only no varieties, but the badger

(fig. G4) does not approach any other spe

cies. Its characteristics are striking and sin

gular; to it exclusively belong the alternate

stripes upon its head, and the kind of bag un

der its tail; its body is also nearly white above

and black below, whereas in all other animals

their bellies are always lighter than their backs.

THE OTTER.

--,

THE Otter (fig. 65.) is a voracious animal,

but more fond of fish than flesh, and is seldom

found but at the sides of lakes and rivers

lie swims with more facility than the beaver,

who has membranes on his hind feet only, and

whose toes on the fore feet are separate, whereas

the otter has membranes on all his feet; and

he can scarcely walk faster than he swims.

He never ventures to the sea like the beaver,

but swims up and down the rivers to

con-siderabledistances. Although he can remain
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