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hair is more black and bushy. It has some

white hair on its forehead, and ahout the nse

aid mouth. They differ very much in. voice,

that. of the marten heing sharp and loud, and

that of the polecat deep and hollow, but both

of them, as well as the squirrel, have a harsh,

angry growl, which they often repeat when,

irritated ; the odour they send. forth is also

evry different, that of the former being rather

agreeable. but the latter to the last dzree

fetid. When heated or enraged it sends forth

an intolerable stench to a considerable distance.

The dogs will not eat its flesh, and its skin,

though good in itself, is of little value, because

it can never be entirely divested of its natural

odour; which odour proceeds from two little

vesicles, situated near the anus, which contain

and exclude an unctuous matter highly dis

agreeable, not only in the polecat but in the

ferret, weasel, badger, &c but which co;sti

tutes a perfume in the civet-cat, pine-weasel

and several other animals.

The polecat seems to belong to the tern.

perate climates. Few ofthem are found in the

northern regions, and they are more scarce

than the marten in the southern. The Stinkard

of America is a different animal; nor does the

species of polecat appcar to extend further

than
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