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than from the confines of Italy to Poland; ft

is certain they fear the cold, and they resort to

houses in the winter, and their fbotsteps are ne

ver seen in the snow either in the woods or

fields distant f'roin human dwelling's, and we

may fairly conèlude they are averse from ex.

treme heat as they. are never found in the sou.

them regions.




THE FERRET.

SOME authors have doubted whether the

Ferret (jIg. 67.) and polecat did not belong to

the same species. Perhaps the resemblance

there sometimes is in their colour first gave

rise to this doubt. The polecat, however, is a

wild animal and a native of temperate climates,

whereas the ferret is a native of warm coun.

tries, and cannot exist even in France, but in a

domestic state. The ferret is preferred to the

polecat. for driving rabbits from their burrows,

because he is more-easily tamed. They both

have a strong and disagreeable smell, yet as

they never intermix, and differ iii a number of

essential
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