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THE WEASEL.

THE Weasel (fig. 69.) is as frequent in

warm and temperate climates, as it is scarce in

cold ores: the ermine (fl. 70.) on the con

trary, is numerous in the northern, is scarcely

to be met with in the temperate, and never in.

the warm climates. These animals, therefore,

form two distinct species. The circumstance

who may have given rise to their being con

founded, was possiblyour common weasel being

sornctirncs white during winter : in this cha

racteristic they are alike;, but there are others

in which they widely differ. The ermine, red

in the summer, and white in winter, has, at all

tirnes the end of the tail black ; whereas the

end of the weasel's tail., is yellow, even of that

which turns white in the winter; it is besides

much smaller, and its, tail is shorter ; nor does

the weasel shun the habitations of man like

the ermine, to reside in woods and desert's. . I

have kept. both species together, but found no

reason to suppose that animals which diffbr in

climac,
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