
NATUUAL H1S1ORY. 205

Jcabitatioiis of men, remains not among bushes

and underwood, but resides among the lofty

trees of the forest. He avoids the water still

more than the earth ; and it is even asserted,

that when he wants to cross a river, or stream,

lie uses the bark of a tree as a boat, and

makes his tail supply the place of a rudder

arid sails. He does not sleep, like the dor

mouse, daring winter, but is always awake'

and lively, insomuch, that if only the trunk

of the tree is touched, on 'which he may be

reposing, he instantly flies to another, or con

ceals himself under a branch. He collects a

quantity of nuts during the summer, which

lie deposits in the hollow part of some old

tree, and has recourse to them in the winter;

which even their he will endeavour to obtain

by scratching off the snow as lie passes along.

Ihis voice is more shrill and loud than that of

the marten; lie has besides a loud growl of

discontent, which h makes when irritated.

As his motions are too quick to walk lie ge

nerally leaps, or bounds forward and such

is the sharpness of his claws, and agility of

body, that be instantaneously climbs a beech

tree let the bark be ever so smooth.

During the fine nights in summer the squir-'
rels may be heard crying as they chase each

oilier
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