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they fight they cry. They prepare a bed for

their young, and almost immediately provide

them with food; and when they first quit their

hole the mother watches, defends, and will

even fight the cats to save them. A large rat

is more mischievous, and almost as strong as a

young cat; its fore-.tcet1i are long and strong ;

and as the cat does not bite hard, but is obligeJ

to depend upon her claws, she must not only

be vigorous but well experienced in warfare.

The weasel, though smaller, is yet a more dan

gerous enemy, because he can follow the rat

into its hiding places: the combat between

these two is often sharp and long, from their

strength being nearly equal, but their manner

of fighting is different. The rat can only

wound by snatches, and with his fore-teeth,

which are more calculated for gnawing thai

biting, and have but little strength; whereas

the weasel bites fiercely with his whole jaw,

and instead of letting g sucks the blood thro'

the wound, and therefore the rat always falls a

-victim to this formidable enemy.

There are many varieties in this species, as

in all those which have numerous indi.

viduals. Besides the conimon rat which is

nearly black, there are some brown, grey,

reddish, and quite white. The white rat, like

all
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