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Their flesh is not absolutely bad, being eaten

by the peasants in catholic countries during

Lent, as well as that of the otter. This species

is found throughout Europe, the very extremi

ties of the north excepted. If l3ellon may be

believed they inhabit the banks of the Nile,

but the figure he gives of it has so little resem

blance to our water rat, that there is great rea

son to suppose them different animals.

THE AMPAGNOL.

THE Campagol, or short-tailed field

mouse, is still more common and generally
diffused than the long-tailed kind. The latter

generally prefers elevated grounds, while the

former is found in woods, meadows, and even

gardens. It is remarkable for the bigness of
its head and shortness of its tail, which is not

above an inch long. It digs holes in the earth,
where it amasses corn, nuts, and acorns; the
former of 'which it appears to prefer to every
kind of food. About the month of July, when
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