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NATURAL HISTORY. 9231

ithe nearest to our common hedge-hogs, and
lastly, the hedge-hog of Malacca scems to be
more of the porcupine than the hedge-hog.

THE SHREW MOQUSE,

THE shrew mouse ( fig. 81.) scems to form

a shade in the order of small animals,and to fill
up the interval between the ratand the mole,
which though they resemble each other in size,
differ greatly in form, and are a fotally distinct
species. Theshrew is smaller than the common
mouse, resembles the mole in its snout, which is
longer than the jaw-bones; in its cyes which,
though larger than those of the mole, are in the
same manner concealed, and smaller than those
of the mouse; in the number of its toes, having
five on each foot, inits tail and legs, particular-
ly the hind ones, which are shorter than those
of the mouse; in its cars, and lastly, in its teeth.
This extremely little creature has a strong smell
peculiar to itself, and so offensive to cats, that
though they chace and kill, they will noteatit.
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