
fl6 IfliFFON'S

have lUttred, as they are more elevated, and

made with greater art than the rest. I a in in

dined to think they bring forth more than

once a year, but I cannot absolutely assert it;

this however is certain , that you rig OUCS are

met with from April to August, which, how

ever, niey be owing to some coupling later in

the year lb a :i others.

The hole in which they deposit their young

is forme(l with singular skill and deserves a par-

ticular description. They begin by raising

the earth and Lbrming a tolerably ample roof;

leaving (i1VsWflS or pillars at certain distances

to support it, all round which they beat and

press the earth, interweave it. with roots and

plants, and render it so firm that the water

cannot pci ate it ; the apartment in the hil

lock is above the level of the ground, and

therefbre less subject to accidents from shout

inundations ; under this they form another

kind of hill, u;on the top of which they lay

grass and leaves as a bed for their young.
Here they lay secure from wet, and the female

proccds 10 make their relreat equally free
from danger ; for all round this internal

hillock she pcrces hilcs still deeper, which

part from the lflid(lle apartment like rays from

a CCi' Ire, and extend about fifteen fcc in. every
dircctiou ; into these the mother makes her

subterranico us
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