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sibterraneous excursions, and from. them sup.

plies her young with roots and insects; but

they con'ribute still more to the general safety,

for as the mole is very qnick of hearing, the

instant she finds her habitation attacked she

takes to one of the burrows, and unless the

earth be dug away by several men at once, she

and her yowig always make good their retreat.

Some authors have asserted that the mole

and badger sleep the whole winter: but that

this is not true with respect to the badger, we

have already observed, from the traces which

he leaves upon the snow; and so far is the mole

from sleeping the whole winter, that she con

tinues to raise the earth then as well as in the

summer; and it is almost proverbial with the

peasantry of France, that " when the mole is

at work a thaw is at hand." They are indeed

fond of warm places, and the gardeners often

catch them round their beds in the months of

December, January, and February. This ani

mal is never to be met with in barren deserts

or cold climates, where the ground is frozen

for the greatest part of the year. The Siberian

mole, with green and yellow hair, is of a dif

ferent species from oir mole, which abounds

only from Sweden to Barbary ; at least from

the silence of travellers we may presume it is

VOL. VI.- I i ot


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


