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OF the loir, or great dormouse,, or as some

naturalists have termed it, the fat squirrel,

there are three species; and, like the marmot,

they all sleep (hiring the winter; namely, the

loir, the lerot, and the niuscardin, or common

dormouse. These three species have been

confounded together although they are very

different, and easily distinguished. The loir

is nearly of the size of the squirrel, and like

that animal, has its tail covered with long hair;

the lerot is not so large as a rat, has very short

hair on its tail, except at the extremity, where

there is a tuft of longhiair; the dormouse is

not bigger than the common mouse, its tail is

covered with longer hair than the lerot's, but

shorter than the loir's, and it also has a tuft at

the extremity. The loir differs from the other

two, by having black spots about its eyes, and

the dormouse by hiavin white hair upon his
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