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fat inaunlumn, and equally so on their reviving
in spring 3 this abundance of fat being an in-
ternal substance, suflicient to supply what they
lose by perspiration. Pesides, as cold is the
sole eause of their {orpor, and they never fal
into that state but when the temperature of the
air is beyond the tenih or cleventh degree, they
often revive during the winter, for in that
scason there are frequently hours, and even
days, in which the liquor will be fonnd at the
twelfth, thirteenth, or fourtcenth degree, and
during this mild weather the dormice quit their
holes in search of food, or rather eat what they
fizd amassed the preceding autumn.

Aristotle asserted, and he has been followed
by succeeding naturalists, that dormice passthe
whele winter without eating, and that during
this period of abstinence they beeome very
fat, being more nourished by sleep alone than
other animals by food. 'Fhis is both untrue
and innossible. {n ifs torpid state, which lasts
four or five months, it could only fatten by the
air il breathes; and allowing (which however
> granting teo much) that part of this air is
zonverted nlo nounrishment, could so consi-
sterable an inercase resull from it 2 Would it he

-nflicient to recompense the waste by perspi-
zakion Y Arisiotle might have been led info
inis ereor by the winters {n Grecee heing very

mijed,
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