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shelter themselves in the hollows or un

der trunks oftrees, where they repose, lay up

provisions,
and sleep through the winter.

TJIE SURMULOT.

THIS species of rat has been known but for

a few years, and is not mentioned by any na

turalist except M. Brisson, who calls it the

Rat of the Woods, but as it bears a greater

resemblance to the field-mouse, in colour and

habitudes, than to the rat, I have termed it the

Surmulot, or large Field-mouse. This animal

is more strong and mischievous than the rat; it

has reddish hair, long naked tail, the back

bone is arched like that ofa squirrel, its body
is much thicker, and it has whiskers like a cat.

It is but a few years since this species has been

spread in the neighbourhood of Paris; from
whence they came is not known, but they have

multiplied prodigiously, which is not wonder.

ful when it is considered that theyproduce froi.
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