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twelve to nineteen young ones at a time. They
were first discovered at Chantilly, Many, and

Versailles. From M. le IN I received a great

number of them both alive and dead, and lie

aI -rimunicatin(r the rlso filvotired Me by cot b ew

marks lie had made upon this new species

The males are larger, stronger, and more mis

chievous than the females. When pursued or

endeavoured to be taken, they turn and bite

the stick or hand which touches them : their

bite is sharp and dangerous, for it is mime

(liatcly followed by a considerable swelling, and

the wound, though small, does not soon heal.

They bring fartli three times in a year, so that

two individuals may produce CG in twelve

mouths. Some of the females which I received

were with young, and as I kept them in cages,

two or three days before they brought forth I

observed thin busily gnawing the wood oftheir

cages arid putting the pieces into a kind of

order, making beds for their little ones.

The surmulot, in some of its habits, re

sembles the water-rat. Though they take up
their residences anywhere, they seem to prefer
the banks by the water; the dogs also

chase them with the same furious eagerness
as they do the water-rat. When pursued,
and they can equally take to the water, or

shelter
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