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faf, though all parts of the body are never
equally so. The back and reins are Joaded
with fat which is firm and solid ; therefore the
marmot would make very goosl cating, if it did
not retain a disagreeable smell, which would
require the strongest seasoning to conceal.
This animal, which delights in the regions
of frost and snow, and which is only found on
the highest mountains, is, of all others, most
liable to be benumbed with the cold.  About
the end of September, or beginning of Qctober,
it retives to its hiole, and appears no more till
the beginning of April.  Hisretreat is formed
with precaution, and furnished with art. It is
rather wider than long, and very deep, so that
it will hold several of them without crowding,
or injuring the air they breathe. Their fect
and claws appear as if designed for digging,
and with which they remove the earth with
greal facility, throwing it behind them as they
proceed.  The form of their hole resemibles
the Ictter Y ; the two branches l-mving an
opening which terminates in one wherein they
reside.  As the whole is made on the declivity
of a mountain there is no part on a level hut
the innermost apartment.  One branch of the
Y slopes downward, and in which they void
their excrements,and the other slo pes upwards,
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