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and serves them as a door to go in and out.

The inner part is warmly lined ' ith moss and

hay, of which they make an ample provision

during summer. It is even asserted that this is

a public work, that some cut the finest grass,

that others collect it, and that they take their

turns in conveying it to their hole; upon this

occasion, it. is added, that one of them lies

upon his back, permits the hay to be heaped

upon his belly, keeps his legs extended, and in

this manner the others drag him by the tail to

their common retreat; and this practice is

assigned as the reason for the hair being gene

rally worn away from their backs. But it

appears more probable, that their being con-

stantly employed in digging up the earth is

the cause of that appearance. Be this as it

may, certain it is that they dwell together, and

labour in common to make their habitations,

in. which they pass three-fourths oftheir lives;

they retire to it in stormy or rainy weather, and

at the approach of danger; they never go out

but in the finest weather, and even then to no

great distance: on these occasions one stands as

centinel upon an elevated, place, while the

others are sporting in the fields, or cutting; the

grass for hay, and no sooner does lie perceive
a man, an eagle, a dog, &c. than lie.
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